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1  Installing Trainspotter  

1.1  Windows  

1.1.1  Prerequisites  

 Java 1.5 , preferably 1.6  

 Traktor 3.4.1,  Traktor 1.1. 2, Traktor 1.2.1  or above  

1.1.2  Install steps  

1.  Double click Trainspotter1 -win32 -install -1.54 .jar  (or click Trainspotter1 -win64 -install -1.54 .jar  for 64 bit versions of 
Windows)  
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2.  Select a path to install Trainspotter  

3.  Click next  
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4.  After the installation has completed  click next  
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5.  Select your shortcut options for Trainspotter  

6.  Click next  



  T R A I N S P O T T E R  U S E R  G U I D E  

    

- 11  - 

 

7.  Click Done  

8.  Trainspotter can now be run from the Start ->All Programs ->Trainspotter1 ->Trainspotter 1 or by running the .exe file in the 

install directory.  
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1.2  OS X 

1.2.1  Prerequisites  

 Java 1.5 , pr eferably 1.6  

 Traktor 3.4.1, Traktor 1.1.2, Traktor 1.2.1  or Traktor 1.2.2  

1.2.2  Install Steps  

1.  Double click Trainspotter1 -macos -<version> -install.jar  
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2.  Click Next  
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3.  Select the installation path and click Next  
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4.  Click Next  



  T R A I N S P O T T E R  U S E R  G U I D E  

    

- 16  - 

 

5.  Click Done  

6.  Trainspotter can now be run by double -clicking /Applications/Trainspotter/Trainspotter1 from Finder.  
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2  Running Trainspotter for the first time  
After the splash screen has closed Trainspotter opens its Preferences dialog:  
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 Trainspotter makes an educated guess at where your Traktor collection.nml  file and backup  directory are located. If these 
donôt reflect what you have installed then either manually correct them or click the ñBrowseò button to find them. As long as 

these top three settings are correct you can click OK and Trainspotter will load  

 At the bottom of this screen is the ñFields to updateò setting. When updating your collection from Discogs, the fields in the 
list to the left will be updated. If you want to preserve some  of your fields in your collection (such as GENRE), transfer then 
to right hand list box by selecting the field and clicking ñRemoveò. The corresponding tag values will be written to your audio 

files  if the ñWrite tag values to audio filesò option is set. 

 For details of the rest of the settings in the preferences see Preferences Reference . 

 Click OK and Trainspotter starts.  
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3  The Trainspotter  User Interface  

3.1  The Toolbar  

3.1.1  Search Mode  

Selecting Search Mode instructs Trainspotter to take y ou to the Disc ogs Browser tab to help you  search for the selected track in  
the Discogs  database. Tracks can be selected for searching by  clicking on tracks in the Collection tab or double clicking a track 

in the Playlist Viewer in the Playl ists tab . 

3.1.2  Tag Mode  

Selecting Tag Mode instructs Trainspotter to take you to the Custom Tagging  tab when selecting tracks, this will allow you to 

manually update the track field s and insert custom tag string .  

Tracks can be selected f or searching by clicking on tracks in the Collection tab or double clicking a track in the Playlist Viewer in 

the Playlists tab.  

3.1.3  Playlist mode  

Selecting Playlist Mode and clicking a track in the Collection tab will start playing the selected track (if the ñAutomatically play 
track when tagging ò preference is set in the ñCustom Taggingò preference page). This allows you to quickly preview tracks 
before right clicking the track and selecting ñAdd to Playlistsò. Note that you need to have selected one or more playlists in the 

Playlists tab beforehand.  

3.1.4  Group By  

The Group By drop down allows you to select the field by which tracks are grouped in the Collection tab. Trainspotter uses th e 
first letter of the selected field, fields starting wi th a non -alphanumeric value are placed in the ó-ó tab. Grouping by different field 
can speed up the tagging process as once youôve identified an artist/album/label in discogs you can use the Discogs browserôs 

back and forward buttons to identify other rele ases.  
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3.1.5  Left/right Arrows  

Clicking on the left/right arrows will select the previous or next track in your collection and will take you to the Discogs  Browser 
tab or Custom Tagging  tab depending on which mode is selecte d.  Clicking the second right arrow will select the next track in 

your collection without cover art.  

3.2  The Main Menu  

3.2.1  File Menu  

Open 

Opens an nml file to edit 

Save As 

Saves the current nml file to a different location 

Save 

Saves the current nml file 

Exit  

Quits Trainspotter 

3.2.2  Edit Menu  

Preferences 

Opens the Preferences dialog 

3.2.3  Tools Menu  

Encode Collection to Flac 

Opens the òEncode to Flacó tab. This allows you to encode all the wav files in your collection to the flac format. If cover 

art has been defined then this will be added to the resulting flac files. 

Encode Collection to MP3 
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Opens the òEncode to MP3ó tab. This allows you to encode all the wav files in your collection to MP3. If cover art has 
been defined then this will be added to the resulting MP3 files. 

Detect Keys 

Opens the òDetect Keysó tab. This allows you to detect the keys of your tracks, updating your nml file and writing the key 

tags to your tracks. 

Run Script 

Executes an ant script across your collection or playlist. 

Relocate Files in Collection 

3.3  Move s or copies your audio files according to the file naming 
settings defined the preferences (see Script  

3.3.1  Ant script  

The path to an ant script to execute on the collection.  

Trainspotter sends and receives track information using properties. The following table shows the names of the properties that  
are set so that your ant script can read them. If your script sets a property in the ñOutput propertyò column, your collection will 
be updated with the new value.  

Input property  NML mapping  Output property  

album.title  The TITLE attribute from the ALBUM e lement  output.album.title  

artist  The ARTIST attribute from the ENTRY element  output.artist  

bpm  The BPM attribute from the TEMPO element  output.bpm  

catalog.number  The CATALOG_NO attribute from the INFO element  output.catalog.number  
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comment  The COMMENT a ttribute from the INFO element  output.comment  

comments2  The RATING attribute from the INFO element  output.comments2  

directory  The DIRECTORY attribute from the ENTRY element  output.directory  

file  The full path of the audio file  output.file  

extension  The  audio file extension   

genre  The GENRE attribute from the INFO element  output.genre  

import.date  The IMPORT_DATE attribute from the INFO element  output.import.date  

key  The KEY attribute from the INFO element  output.key  

label  The LABEL attribute from the  INFO element  output.label  

lyrics  The LYRICS attribute from the INFO element  output.lyrics  

mix  The MIX attribute from the INFO element  output.mix  

producer  The PRODUCER attribute from the INFO element  output.producer  

ranking  The RANKING attribute from t he INFO element  output.ranking  

rating  The RATING attribute from the INFO element  output.rating  

release.date  The RELEASE_DATE attribute from the INFO element  output.release.date  

remixer  The REMIXER attribute from the INFO element  output.remixer  

title  The TITLE attribute from the ENTRY element  output.title  
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track.number  The TRACK attribute from the ALBUM element  output.track.number  

xml  The XML fragment of the entry   

 

  File relocation) 

3.3.2  Help Menu  

Manual 

Opens up a browser showing you the latest Trainspotter manual. 

 
Check for Updates 

Checks the tspotter.net website to see if there is a newer version of Trainspotter to download. 

 
Donate 

This opens a browser to a page where you can donate to this project. If you donate youõll get a license which will remove 
the nagging dialogs and give you enhanced functionality. 

User Forum 

Opens up the user forum in a browser. 

 

Install License 

This allows you to specify the license file you want to use. 

License Info 

Displays the current license information 
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3.4  The collection tab  

3.4.1  Data display  
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The collection tab shows the con tents of your Traktor collection . The name of the tab is the name of your collection nml file. If 
the collection has been edited and needs saving, an asterisk will appear to the left of the name.  

You can order the tracks by clicking on the column heading.  

You can rearrange the order of the headings by dragging and dropping them.  

Moving your mouse over a cover picture will  pop up a box showing all the stored album art for the track.  

If there is no cover art for the track, a question mark icon will be display ed. If no art is displayed, this means that Trainspotter 

has run out of cache space to cache the image. To see the cover art, move the mouse over space in the image column  

3.4.2  Hotkeys  

Moving between tabs in the collection can be done by using the ALT+LEFT and ALT+RIGHT.  

To add the currently selected track to the selected playlists press INSERT.  

3.4.3  Context Menu  

3.4.3.1  Edit  

Right click on the data field you want to edit and then click Edit to edit it. Hit enter to finish.  

3.4.3.2  Add to Playlists  

Selecting this item adds the selec ted track to the playlists selected in the Playlists tab  

3.4.3.3  Show/Hide Columns  

You can show or hide columns by right clicking on the table and selecting ñShow/hide columnsò and then the name of the 

column you want to show or hide.  

3.4.3.4  Search  

Right click on the tra ck you want to search for, select ñSearchò and then select the field that you want to search for in Discogs. 

Trainspotter will take you to the Discogs Browser page and search Discogs for the selected field value.  
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3.4.4  Drag and Drop  

You can drag and drop a track from your collection in to Traktor or other application, just as you would drag a track from your 
file system.  

Dragging tracks and folders in to Trainspotter will add the contained audio files to your collection and name them according to 

your defined filenaming structure (see Track Import )  
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3.5  Discogs  Browser Tab  

 

3.5.1  Search Results  

The Search Results list is populated when a track is selected in ñSearch Modeò or when a new track is selected in the collection 

(either explicitly or when Trainspotter automatically selects the next untagged track).  
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Trainspotter will use information from your collection to query discogs, however, you can highlight a portion of the track pa th  
(displayed in the heading)  and clic k ñSearch selected textò to query discogs for a particular string. Alternatively, if your files 
follow a uniform naming convention you can configure a regular expression  in the preferences to extract tag values from the 

filename  which will give you more accurate results and less clicking around.  

The first column shows the cover art of the matching release or a question mark if no cover art is available. The second colu mn 

gives a description of the release.  

The number of search re sults that are returned is configured in the Searching page in the Preferences . 

You can alter the sizes of the Search Results window and the browser window by dragging the dividing line between the two 

panes.  

Clicking a search result will set the Discogs  browser to the release page. Trainspotter will then try and match the current track 

with one in the release (see 5.4.3 ).  If you have defined a regular expression  (see 5.4.3 ) then the track name extracted using 
the regular expression  will be used.  

3.5.2  Hotkeys  

To select the next/previous track in your collection press ALT+LEFT or ALT+RIGHT and Trainspotter will update the Search 

Results  accordingly  

3.5.3  Search Update f rom Discogs  

This pane allows you to browse the discogs web site and identify matching releases  to the track you are searching for . When 

you land on a ñreleaseò page Trainspotter will automatically populate the matching tracks  dropdown.  

3.5.3.1  Back/forward buttons  

These control the browser window beneath and browse back or forwards.  

3.5.3.2  Search buttons  

If the search results donôt contain the correct release, click ñArtistò, ñAlbumò, ñLabelò, ñFilenameò or ñCollectionò to search 

Discogs  for potential matches.  
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The ñCollectionò search will search from within your Discogs Collection  if you have a discogs account . 

The ñFilenameò search will search using the filename of the track on your hard drive. 

3.5.3.3  Select matching track drop down  

This is populated when Trainspotter detects that you are on a  Discogs  page containing details of a release, or after you have 

clicked a release in the Search Results.  

3.5.3.4  Record button  

After a track has been select ed from the matching track drop down, the ñRecordò button is enabled. Clicking this button creates 

a blank WAV file using your filename format (see 5.5.2 ) and opens it up in your audio editor  (see 5.5.4 ) . 

3.5.3.5  Rip Button  

After a release has been selected, the ñRipò button is enabled. Clicking this button opens a dialog box to select the tracks that 
you want to rip. If the release span more than one CD you can tell Trainspot ter which track is the first track on the CD in your 

drive so the tracks match up. After selecting the tracks Trainspotter runs your con figured CD ripping program (see 5.5.5 ).  

3.5.3.6  Update Fields button  

After a track has been selecte d from the matching track drop down, the ñUpdate Fieldsò button is enabled. Clicking this button 
will update the fields in your Traktor collection with information from Discogs . You can be selective about the fields that you 
want Trainspott er to update by configuring the ñFields to updateò preference (see 5.1.9 ).  

Trainspotter will also try and identify other tracks in your collection from the same release and automatically update these 
tracks also. Trainspotter w ill try and match the tracks titles using the preferences in the Searching  preference page. It will also 

try and match track numbers.  
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3.6  Custom Tagging  Tab 

 

This tab allows you to edit the standard Traktor fie lds for the selected release, apply cover art and add custom tags to the 
Comments2 field in your Traktor collection.  By default Trainspotter will open up your music player and play the track. This can 

be turned off by going to the Custom tag configuration  page and unchecking Automatically play track when tagging . 
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3.6.1  Custom Tags  

The top two lines of fields are those which you have defined in Custom tag configuratio n. The selected text in these fields is 
aggregated in to the Comments2 field if the track in your Traktor collection. The ñOther Infoò is free text that you can add, such 

as tracks that mix well with the current track.  

3.6.2  Standard Tags  

These are just editors  for the standard fields you can set in a track in your Traktor collection.  

3.6.3  Cover  

This is where you can define the images that are displayed in the collection tab and which image to include in your FLAC /MP3  
file of the track. Trainspotter uses  the Comments field to store the paths of the images relative to the collection.nml . When 

encoding tracks to FLAC /MP3 , only the first image is encoded in to the FLAC /MP3  file as cover art.  

Trainspotter will also update the embedded i mages after you have encoded the file.  

3.6.3.1  Paste  

Clicking the Paste button pastes image data from your clipboa rd as cover art for the release, also updating the embedded cover 

art.  

3.6.3.2  Browse  

Click the Browse button allows you to select an image from your file sys tem as cover art for the release.  

3.6.3.3  Download  

Clicking this button opens up a browser to Google images  to search for the cover art of the track. You can customise the search 

parameters by using the Additional Google image sea rch parameters  setting.  

3.6.3.4  Apply to album  

Clicking this button applies the cover art on this track to all tracks on the album.  
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3.6.3.5  Delete  

Clicking the red X button next to an image will remove the image from the track.  

3.6.4  Hotkeys  

Press the Tab key to move to the next tag to  update, or SHIFT+Tab to move to the previous tag.  

When setting the Ranking use the LEFT/RIGHT arrow keys for fine adjustment, and use CONTROL+LEFT/RIGHT to move the 

ranking in steps of 20%.  

To select the next/previous track in your collection press ALT+LE FT or ALT+RIGHT and Trainspotter will update the data 
accordingly.  
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3.7  Playlists Tab  

 

This tab allows you manage your Traktor playlists and create dynamic query-based playlists. 

3.7.1  Playlists Tree  

The playlists tree to the left allows you to navigate your Traktor  playlists. Regular Traktor playlists are shown with a ñfileò icon, 

dynamical playlists are shown with a ñplayò icon. Right clicking a nod e in the tree will brings up the following menu options:  
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3.7.1.1  New Dynamic Playlist  

Allows you to create a playlist whose co ntents are based on a query of your collection. When selected the following dialog 

appears:  

 

Playlist Name  

Enter a description of the playlist query  
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Tracks  

This allows you to select which tracks will be queried to generate the playlist. By default, the ñSelect all tracks from collectionò 
is enabled, so the query will check all the tracks in your collection. Unchecking this option allows you to select which play lists 

and playlist folders to get tracks from for the query.  

Selecting playlists and playlist fol ders to exclude removes any tracks contained in those playlists from the query source . 

Match  

This dropdown allows you to specify whether tracks must satisfy all rules or any of the rules.  

Rules  

This area  allows you to add rules to your query.  

Sorting  

This  allows you to specify how the resulting playlist will be ordered  

Use rule s/XQuery  

For users familiar with the XQuery language, this allows you to specify your own custom XQuery. Note that the query must 

return ENTRY objects to work.  See www.tspotter.net  for XQuery examples that produce playlists or ask on the user forum.  

3.7.1.2  New Playlist  

This option creates a new regular Traktor playlist.  

3.7.1.3  Copy Playlist  

This option creates a duplicate playlist.  

http://www.tspotter.net/
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3.7.1.4  Edit  

This option is only h ighlighted for dynamic playlists and brings up the same dialog as ñNew Dynamic Playlistò. This option can 

also be performed by double -clicking a dynamic playlist.  

3.7.1.5  Delete  

Deletes the playlist  

3.7.2  Playlist Viewer  

The area to the right of the Playlist Tree is the  Playlist Viewer. This will show you the contents of the playlists selected in the 

Playlist Tree.  

Tracks can be selected and dragged and dropped to Traktor. Use CONTROL+A to select all the tracks in the playlist.  

Double clicking on a track in the playlist viewer will find your track in your collection and invoke the search, tag or playlist 

functions, depending on what mode is selected (see 3.1 ).  
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3.8  Batch processing tabs  

 

The batch processing tabs for items in the Tools menu all al low you to pick from either your entire collection or a playlist.  


